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discourse since the publication of Caroline Robbins’s The Eigh-

teenth-Century Commonwealthman in 1959 and Bernard Bailyn’s The
Ideological Origins of the American Revolution in 1967 has been the
recognition that political ideas from England and Scotland underpinned
republican ideology. In developing Robbins’s and Bailyn’s insights, both
for the period of the American Revolution and for the Federalist years,
historians have tended to gravitate toward one or the other of two general
interpretations. “Classical” historians, represented most forcefully by
J.G.A. Pocock and Lance Banning, seek the roots of American republi-
canism in the political writings of James Harrington, Algernon Sidney,
John Trenchard, Thomas Gordon, Viscount Bolingbroke, and Joseph
Addison.! In contrast, “liberal” historians such as Joyce Appleby and Isaac
Kramnick include John Locke, Thomas Mun, Adam Smith, Richard Price,
and Joseph Priestley.2 The controversy over American republican ideol-
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