History 3.3
Winter 2004

Lewis and Clark:
The Paper Assignment

In honor of the angaing bicenennial celebations far the
Lewis ard Chrk exedtion, your asgynnert isto writea 5-8
pageesy (typad, dulde-paced, 12 pt.font, 1-inch margng on
the expedition following ore ofthe topcs kelow. UseGaryE.
Moulton, ed.,The Lews and Qark Jaurnals An America Epic
of Discovery(Lincoh: Universty of Nelvaska Press, 2003) as
your major source. Unless gecified by the topic or explicitly
approved by Prof. Pasley, you should use no other sources & all
except yourtexbooks Indicae where you gt a @rticuar guote
or bit of information in the book with page rumbers in
parentheseafter the setience or paragraph gquestion. \WWien
usirg the Mouton book pay particular atterdn to whase
journala passage cam fom and wkn anl where tiwas
written Thereis ro spedfic readngasignmert in the Moulton
book. You will want to gart with the introduction andthen begn working your way through the
joumeyassoa asyou @n beforesdeding atopic. Udng the ndex, it maybe pssble to
invesigate a prticular topic by readng aound in the bak, but it is your respngbility to ground
and docurant your pants as thoraghly as posdile, everif that meas readng the etire book.

The papers Wibe graded accomty to he Dllowing aiteria: Your paper must hawa
definite overall thesis @ argumentthatis logicdly devdoped and wdl documentead from the
mderiak avdable to you. Yal shoull use these ateriat and aswer the question (or carry out
the asignmen} as thoroughly as pasible. The exentto which you gpear to have readand
corsideedboththeMoulton ok aadtheothe rdevart couse mateials, ndudingthetexbook
and onhe readngs, wil be a &ctor in the gradg. Your writirg mus be cear, spedic, and fee
of grammatical andypographical erors. Engaging te reackr's interestwill be a helptoo. One
style pont thd is of great mportane for your indructor s theuseof atitle. Gve your papea
title that cgpturesyour major argumert or theme in ®me way. If you carit come p with atitle
any moe descriptive than "A Pgper on Lewis and Clak," then he addsare gaod that you don't
have a ckar agunert or thene.

The papers will be due on Thirsday, April 29, at the begnning of class.
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TOPICS

Responding to the Lewis ard Clark commemaations, journalist David Plotz of Slate
(Microsoft's anline magazine)wrote a blisering assesmentof Lewis andClark carying
the headhe, "St@ cekbratig. Theydon't matter.” Read Plotz's aié at
http://slate.msieom/d/2069382ard write yaur own regponse Are Lewis and Clark redly
worthy of the public adulation they are aurrertly receiving? Wha makesthem truly
signficat histaricd figures, or rot?

Read Predient Thomagefersors instructions to Capt. Meriwether Lesnjavaible at
http://www.libr ary.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/jefflet t.html or

http://www. monticello .org/education/icresourcelinstructions html ). How effectively did
Lewis and Qark cary out their instuctions, as well as Jeffeson's larger purposes fa the
expediton? For his asginment, you are welcome tdraw a Jeferson's other writings,
avalable onine fromthe Lbraryof Congress ahthe Unversty of Virginia.

St. Louis Speal' The Missauri History Museum in Faeest Pak is curently hosing the
openng of a luge natnalLewis and Girk exhbition. (See
http://www.lewisandclarkexhibit.org/index.html for nore hformation) Visit theexhibition
ard write a relew-essg in which you conpare ad ontras the vew ofLewis arl Clark
preserted at the exhibition with what you leamed about them reading ther journds. This
essaycould take thedrm of a relew of the actuaéxhbition or an essagn the theras
broudht out bythe ehibition.

Prababl mostimportant amonghe manyaspects bthe expedion was its role as a
diplomatic mssonto the Indiars ofthe Louisiara Rurchase ad the Radfic Northwest.
The U.S. had just taken possession or hoped to soon take possession of the areaard it

was vitally important that the caperation or (at leas) the aguiexene o the natve
population b ganed. How wadldid thisaspect of the rssion go? How did thegpproach
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thevaiousindiars they met (you @anfocus on2 or 3exanpleg, andwhat rt of
relationships dd they esablish?

5. Ore ofthe daims otenmace for the Lewis axd Qaik expedition, espedaly in algumerts
for celebating them talay, revolves around the allege egplitarianism of he exgdition.
As the $ory goes, the gors of Ife on the trdibrought a diversgroup d peopk togeher
across e usualihes of race, class, and genderntng the expeditionmito a microcosm
of an dealzed "nelting pot" Anerica How accurate is thinterpretaion, tased on gur
readiry of the purnal® What fa¢s and passagsgento support o refute t? Give your
own irterpretition of the reltions that ested among theavious soa@l and ethit groups
ard indviduak who partcipated m the expedtion.

6. Lewis and Girk's Indan aly Sacagaweads everbigger hstoricalreputaton thanthe two
captains. She isthe only memler of the expedition to get har own coin after all. Is this
reputaton justified? Recortsuct Sacagawesi'story as gu see itn the purnals Who was
she ad what dd she actugl do? Wiat was her rolenithe epedtion, and ler
relationshps with the dher merbers?

More topics may be alded later asthey occur to me. Be sure to indicate in the paper which topic
you are wiing on. You nay devse Your onn topic, butm order for the paper toe accepted,
you must first write atopic statement/question like those alove, ard then have it approved in
advance by Prof. Padey.



